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DEDICATION

Thank Allah that after frittering away the prime
of my life, He has blessed this short span of the
twilight of my life with the love of him who was
THE LAST OF PROPHETS
and
THE PROMISED ONE OF ALL PROPHETS.
It is my fervent prayer that God Almighty may
bless this humble dedication and make it instru-
mental in inspiring the hearts of brethren in Islam
as well as of the seekers-after-truth from all
other religions with the love of the Holy Prophet.

Muslim Town, Abdul Haque Vidyarthi.
Lahore.
Oct. 9, 1940.



PREFACE

MOHAMMAD IN WORLD SCRIPTURES was first
published in Urdu four years ago. Being the first
book of the kind, containing prophecies about the
advent of the Holy Prophet in the various world
scriptures, giving those prophecies in the original
words of those scriptures, it had a warm reception
at the hands of the Urdu knowing public. This
brought us a demand from many friends that an
English edition of the same should be brought
out. The present volume in English is due to that
pressing demand.

For certain circumstances beyond my control
the translation could not be done.as it should
have been done. There are also misprints. With
all these shortcomings, it has one merit which
should commend it to the reader’s interest. It isa
great and quite original research work. It is as
such that I present it to the reader, requesting him
to pray at the same time that God may open the
hearts of the non-Muslims to the greatness of the
Holy Prophet.

I may also add that I shall feel grateful for any
suggestions for the improvement of the book.

Muslim Town, ABDUL HAQUE VIDYARTHI
Lahore.
9-10-1940.
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‘Holy Prophet did to Jesus Christ, his mother and
their pedigree.* And this, in fact, is a humble
reciprocity of the same kindness, that the Christians
to-day are spending millions and taking so much
pains to ( indirecly) serve Islam. It is no wonder, if
as a result of their labour, they may see the true light
"of Islam.

No doubt, the inability of the Muslims to render
this service to the cause of their religion, deprived
them of heavenly rewards, but it was, at the same time,
not without a pre-ordained purpose. Had the
Muslims been responsible for bringing these ancient
scriptures out of oblivion, the blame of corruption in
these books must also have been laid on them. Thus,
if on the one hand, the non-Muslim followers of these
books tried their best to keep their contents in
secrecy, on the other hand, the expositors of their
teachings were also non-Muslims and often hostile
opponents of Islam. So it was ordained that all the
prophecies in those books should remain intact with-
out a shadow of doubt of corruption in them. This is
why during the palmy days of Islam, the Vedas, the
Dasatir and other ancient scriptures remained in
obscurity and the treasures in them were meant to be
bestowed on the Muslims in this age of their decline
and decay, so that it may prove the fact that Islam has

“never stood in need of a temporal power for the
establishment and recognition of its truth, but that it
also possesses such priceless gems, to shed lustre upon
the world, which for centuries past were kept buried

. * The compilers of the Gospels, by fabricating a false pedigree of
Christ, have strongly called in question the chastity of Christ’s grandmothers
on father's as well as mother’s side. The Holy Qur’an, on the other hand,

speaks of Mary as Lgig Sl GL'.SKLcj g0 ‘JA‘ gﬂy\ QKL« QD)LQ g}s&b
“O sister of Aaron! thy father was not a bad man, nor was thy mother
.an unchaste woman.” XIX:28. According to the Holy Qur’dn, Mary des-

cended from the family of Aaron, which was very well-known for its piety
and devoutness.
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as a unique Divine gift in the stores of other
religions.

A Strong Evidence on the Finality of Prophethood

*This day have I perfected for you your religion and
.completed My favour on you and chosen for you
Islam as a religion.”—The Qur’an, V : 3.

This tenet of Islam, viz., that prophets were raised
1n all nations of the world and that Mohammad was
the Promised Messenger of all the religions, is a very
strong evidence on the finality of prophethood with
‘the advent of Mohammad (may peace and the blessings
.of Allah be on him). Before the appearance of the
Holy Prophet, people believed only in the truth of
‘their own respective prophets and belief in all the pro-
phets could not be held on account of the continuity
of prophethood. But when prophethood came to
an end and the last of the prophets, the promised
.one of all religions, appeared, it was necessary that
all the nations of the world should put faith in him
and through him in all the preceding prophets, thus
uniting the scattered and dissenting sections of
humanity into a solid whole, and bringing to perfec-
‘tion the thing that was ordained ever since the
«<reation of the universe. This was also to be the
proof of the fact that this universe is not an automatic
‘machine of hetrogeneous elements, but is being
governed by an All-Wise, All-Knowing God, Who
carries every object, passing it through the various
stages of its development, to its perfection. Thus if
in the earlier stages of the world’s development need
was felt, for the unification of a people, of a brief
collection of religious laws, still greater was the need,
of a perfect religion and an Ideal Prophet to link
together all the nations of the world. And this link
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petween nations, religions and prophets, the world
saw, in the person of the Prophet Mohammad.

A new prophet after the Finality of Prophethood
causes dissension

« And thus We have made you an equitable nation
that you may be the bearers of witness to the people
and (that) the Apostle may be a bearer of witness to
you."—The Qur’an, II : 143.

The belief in the advent of a new prophet after
the perfection of religion and completion of prophet-
hood is to again rend asunder this solidarity of religions
and to falsify the very wisdom of All-Wise God.
Such a belief is simply preposterous and is open to

various objections. We count three objections to this
belief.

The first reflection is on the wisdom of God
Himself. He gave such a training to humanity,
through a long chain of prophets, that they united
into a single whole at an appointed time. After the
achievement of this great object, He Himself sent a
new prophet to tear away this united body. After
thirteen centuries of great sacrifices and strenuous
efforts a community of sixty crores of people was
prepared to lift the banner of international peace and
amity and to evince the truth of all the prophets of
the world; and then suddenly it struck God to raise
a new prophet and break this mighty force into
pieces. Thus, the parable of the spinning dame
narrated in the Qur’an will be more applicable to God
Himself—6s1 #y5 oms e e oot U8 “ And be not
like her who unravels her yarn, disintegrating
It into pieces after she has spun it strongly.”

—XVI :92.
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The second objection to this doctrine is that it
negates the very aim of religion. The real aim of
religion is to unite mankind into a single whole.
And if a prophet can appear even after the achieve-
ment of this aim, religion not only loses its real
purpose but also amounts to an absurdity. Prophets
could certainly come, and have been coming, before
the appearance of the Promised Prophet; but when-
that expected one has appeared, about whom all
the preceding prophets had prophesied and enjoined
upon their followers to put faith in him and assist him,
and when religion was made perfect and the world

was given the message Kale Cuoelly oX83> oK oSl sl
B> oMoVl o8 Sandys (Femi—any new prophet or new

religion will undo the whole thing and will cause a
great disruption.

The third reason why a prophet cannot be
tolerated after the finality of prophethood, is, that it
falsifies the mission of the Promised Prophet. If
prophethood was to continue as before, there was no
sense in raising one prophet for the guidance of the
entire mankind. Different prophets could have come
to guide their respective people. And the appearance
of a prophet among the very followers of Mohammad,
whose denial turns a man out of the pale of Islam, is
an insult to that great eminence of the Promised
Prophet and is contrary to the Islamic fraternity.
The greatness of Mohammad and the dignity of his
mission demand that no other claimant should appear
after him whose denial may rend the unity of Islamic
brotherhood. This is what was ordained since the
creation of this universe, and this is what all the
prophets came to fulfil.  The edifice of prophethood
has been completed and there is no room for a new

* This day have I perfected for you your religion and completed My
favour on you and chosen for you Islam as a religion.” The Quran, V: 3.
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prophet. The prophecies that we shall discuss in this
book clearly support the doctrine of the finality of
prophethood. Not only the Holy Qur'an and the
Traditions of the Prophet Mohammad illustrate the
finality of prophethood, but the unanimous evidence
of all the prophets also amounts to the fact that
Mohammad is the last of the prophets and any
claimant after him is a liar and a kafir. He who steps
out of the holy precincts of the final prophethood will
surely fall a prey to irreligion and blasphemy.

2230 A2 sk dlae U - ey 58T s s p3pa

A word to the Hindu, Christian, Jewish and
Buddhist friends

IN the current law of evidence it is an admitted fact
that “Documents are superior to oral testimony and
are not to be over-ruled by witnesses or by an oath.”
Now, consider in the light of this, the Divine
compositions and written testimonies which are the
legacies of holy prophets, rishis and vakhshars. Every-
body believes that these holy personages never made a
false statement for some worldly end or voracity.
They were above all men, so much so, that many of
them were worshipped as gods or incarnations or sons
of God. They infused life into millions of dead people
and their followers do not name them before purifying
themselves. These great souls have prophesied the
advent of a glorious prophet. Belief in this prophet
is thus obedience and submission to the will of their
own prophets and rishis. It is really a strange
coincidence and must be well considered by followers
of all the religions and even by those who don’t believe
In a religion—how all the prophets living in remote
corners of the world and far away from Arabia,

ousands of years before, gave the glad news of the

vent of a glorious prophet. And it was not, like



18 MOHAMMAD IN WORLD SCRIPTURES

the prophecies of Christ, just a piece of news, but it
had arguments and clear evidence to support it. The
Divine Hand was also seen moving in its favour and
extraordinary celestial triumphs, which are beyond
human power, accompanied it. Let all the wise men
and sages of the world ponder over this. A man
ignorant of letters and worldly sciences, knowing.
nothing of other religions, makes a declaration which-
none ever before him made, and to-day the expounders:.
of religion evince his truth and verify what he said
centuries before. To-day it is proved that prophets
have been appearing one after another like the links
of a chain. Again it is seen that various prophets
appearing in different countries, addressing different
nations and speaking in different dialects made a
prophecy, thousands of years before, of the coming of
a prophet who will be the promised one of all nations.
The world knows that the said prophet with all his
accompanying signs did appear. And lastly it must
also be considered that he brought a message which is
unique in establishing peace and fellow feelings among
all sections of humanity and is the only solution of
the present world problems.

Some Characteristics of the Prophecies
about the Holy Prophet

MIRACLES and prophecies like the missions of the
prophets, have lasted only for a time, and have been
confined only to the respective scriptures of a people.
Thus the prophecies about Jesus Christ and Elijah are
found only in the books of the Israelite prophets and
in no other religious scripture. If per chance any
reference about them is to be met with in the
scriptures of other religions, they have no value, for;
according to the Christian belief Divine revelation
was granted only to the Israelite prophets. This is
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why we find, in the Gospels, prophecies about Christ:
made by the Israelite prophets only and by none else.
Of all the prophets, it was the Prophet Mohammad
alone, about whom prophecies were made in all
Divine books by all prophets.

Another characteristic of the prophecies made
about the Holy Prophet is that we find in them
frequent mention of the Divine power, celestial
triumphs and testimonies of science and learning;
whereas in the case of other prophets mention is made
only of petty facts relating to everyday life. In the
case of Mohammad, however, it is recorded that even
impossibilities will be made possible for him and
on many occasions his advent is spoken of as the
appearance of God Himself. Things that are impossi~
ble for man are more than possible for God, and as
the Holy Prophet was given Divine help at every
step and God’s Hand was working in his favour,

his appearance is metaphorically called the appearance
of the Lord.

Some Important Conventions about Prophecies

STUDENTS of every science and art have to bear in
~mind certain conventions and things agreed upon
relating to the art which °they want to study or
acquire. An artist is at liberty to paint a miles long
journey just on a scrap of paper, to describe on a
smooth surface not only its length or breadth but also
its height and depth. A sculptor can make a statue
without colour or movement. We are generally
familiar with such conventions and so we do not:
object to them, otherwise our case would have been:
Just like those Americans who objected why a:
photograph had only one side of the face. There are

so some accidental conventions just as a sculptor
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in order to raise his statue, gives it a support.
Similarly, there are certain conventions regarding
prophecies. We count a few of them :—

1. The text is not always clear and explicit. All
the prophecies that are to be met with in the Bible,
whether they be for Christ or any other promised
personality, are without any details. They are full of
ambiguity and require interpretation and comment.
The result is that their meanings remain hidden from
the people of ordinary intelligence, and the learned
ones also cannot understand them except with some
special context or after the actual appearance and the
personal interpretation of the promised prophet for
whom they are meant. And according to the Christian
view, sometimes even the man for whom the pro-
phecies are made, cannot understand their meaning.
Thus John denied being Elijah, while Christ clearly
stated that none but John was the promised Elijah.

—Luke, 1: 17, Matthew, 11: 14, 17 : 12.

Both Ram Chandra and Parshu Rama were
Divinely inspired men, but not recognising each other,
they quarrelled.

2. The names used in prophecies are generally
not proper names but attributative names. This is
because, in the eyes of God the value of a man
is according to his qualities, personal merits and
attributes and not on account of his proper name.
We find that the proper name of Christ was Jesus,
but there is not a single prophecy in the preceding
scriptures in which mention of Jesusis made. No
doubt there are prophecies making a mention of
Christ, and this is because Christ was the qualifying
name of Jesus, the Christian prophet.

3. In the language of prophecies a day some-
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times means a year* and sometimes one thousand years
of our human calculation. & GJE b, ods Loy o5t
o9l e “ And a day with thy Lord isas a thousand

years of what you number ” XXII : 48. Among the
Hindus, as well, the year of Brahma is different in
duration than that of the common people.t

4. A prophecy is interpreted just as a dream.
In Vedic commentaries it is known as “ Rahasya” or
a secret.

5. Not only the names of individuals, but the
names of countries and places that are mentioned in
prophecies are also attributive. For instance, “ Jeru-
salem ” stands for Mecca and even Islam itself.
(Cf. The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians, IV : 25—
and The Book of Haggai, II : 9). Similarly “Ayodhya”
(the unconquerable), in the Vedas, stands for Mecca,
where war is forbidden, and not for the Indian
“Ajudhya ” which had always been under the sway of
some foreign domination.

6. If in some revealed book we come acrossa
double-faced prophecy about the same individual, we
shall have to take only one of the two aspects. As
these books have been in the hands of non-Muslims,
it is quite possible that they might have tampered
with them in order to make the prophecy ambiguous.
Moreover, it is against the truth of the book itself
that it may give two contrary facts about one and the
same individual.

7. Any part of a prophecy which is contrary

R —

* “I have appointed thee each day for a year.” Ezekiel, IV : 6.

" t Man, I: 66—73. Similarly, we find in the Zoroastrian scriptures,
And a year seems only as a day.” Fargard, I1II : 40.
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to reason and real knowledge will not be worth
considering.

8. Parts of prophecies which are full of myths
will be accepted only so far as they are corroborated
by real facts.

0. The prophecy of the second advent of a
prophet would mean the appearance of some one
else in the spirit and power of that Prophet. This
is how Christ explains the second advent of Elias.
Luke, I1:17.  Similarly Krishna says, “We make
ourselves appear through someone else as need be.”
’ —QGita, IV : 7.

10. In prophecies, the name, place and the years
of the advent of the man about whom a prophecy is
made is not clearly stated, because, belief in the
prophets is more or less of the nature of the ‘belief
in the unseen.” Had the prophethood of every
prophet been quite clear and manifest, there would
have been no reward for accepting them, as there is
no reward for believing in the Sun which every eye
can clearly see.  Secondly, deep thinking in religion
and investigation of hidden secrets, sharpens a man’s
intellect, and this is exactly what God wants the
rational beings to do. Thirdly, there have always
been different metaphors, similes and figurative
speeches in different languages, and they have been
adding to the ambiguity of prophecies. Moreover,
there being no record of geographical and historical
conditions of various countries, it is difficult, in spite
of research work, to find out the man about whom a
prophecy was made.

Lastly, there is another point also which is
greatly responsible for the ambiguity in prophecies—
te., the hostility which the followers of a book bear
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towards other religions and tribes. A people who
consider themselves the chosen ones and children of
God will never tolerate, in spite of a clear prophecy
in their book, to evince the truth of another prophet.
Thus the Israclites refused to believe in the Holy
Prophet Mohammad because he was a non-Israelite.
Rather they tried their best to tamper with the
prophecies about the advent of the Holy Prophet and
made them obscure.

Thus, just as Nature has kept most of its beauties
hidden lest they may lose their charm and lustre, in
like manner, these gems of prophecies are also kept
hidden in the shells of pearl-oysters to keep them
secure from the ravages of time just as shells are
‘secure in the tumultuous waves of the sea.



CHAPTER II

PROPHECIES ABOUT THE HOLY PROPHET
IN THE

PARSI SCRIPTURES

“Their parable is like the
parable of one who kindled a
fire, but when it had illumined
all around him, God took away
their light, and left them in
darkness—they do not see.”
(The Holy Qur’an, II: 17.)

ZOROASTRIANISM, which is commonly known as
Parsi-ism, is the ancient religion of Persia. This was
the religion of the Iranian people before Islam. This
religion is also called the religion of the ‘ Fire wor-
shippers * and ‘ Magianism . The religious scriptures
of the Parsis are found in two languages, Zendi and
Pahlawi. Besides these two scripts, some literature
in cuneiform writing is also found. The Pahlawi
script resembles the present Persian script but Zendi
and cuneiform writing is different from it. Two
divisions in the ancient Iranian scriptures are of im-
portance—the one is known as Dasatir and the other
as Vesta or Zend Avesta. Each one of them is again
divided into two portions—the Khurda Dasdtir and
Kalan Dasatir, the Khurda Avesta and Kaldn
Avesta, also known as Zend or Mahd Zend.
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So many different versions there are, about the
number, language, and the period of revelation of
these books, that nothing can be taken as definite.
There are elven different pronunciations of Zoro-
aster’s name, who is said to -be the chief author of these
books. What the name Zoroaster means, is also
-doubtful and similarly, nothing can be definitely said
as to what place did he belong to and where he was
born*. These differences have led some of the learned
scholars to think that the very person of Zoroaster is
fictitious and imaginery.

It is held by Zoroastriansthat their religion is of a
very ancient date, but many orientalists and research
workers have disproved this contention, and have
also shown, through facts of history, that this religion
has borrowed a good deal from Egyptian and Jewish
legends and Greek mythology. The propagation of
Zoroastriansim had been, of old, limited to Persia
only. It is, however, recorded in Dasatir, that
Shankara Kas and Vyasaji, two dignataries of India, after
much discussions, were convinced of the truth of this
religion, and hence began to preach it in India.}
Similarly, we find in Zend Avesta Farvardin Yasht,
that Buddha also argued with them and was vanquish-
ed. But these anecdotes cannot prove either that the
religion of the Vedas was spread in Persia or that the
Iranian Faith was promulgated in India. No historical
record is found in support of these theories. Only
this much can be concluded that both the Indians and
Persians had just become aware of each other’s
religion. Neither Vedic Dharma nor Parsi-ism was a
missionary religion and hence they remained confined
to the precincts of their own respective countries.

The Zoroastrians call themselves monotheists, but

. Cf. Introduction of Gatka, Sarodhai Zartushtara, published by the
Irinian Association of Zoroastrians, 1927.
t Cf. Dasatir, Namah-i-Sasan.





