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“It is significant that the theory of the Virgin Birth is not to be
found in Mark’s Gospel, nor, so far as we can judge, in any of
the main sources on which Matthew and Luke relied. It is not
to be found in any authentic document or tradition of the
earliest date. It is not to be found in Paul’s Epistles. It is not
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to be found in the earliest public preaching of the Gospel, if
Peter’s addresses are rightly recorded in the Acts. ... More
significant still, the story of the Virgin Birth is not to be found
in the Fourth Gospel...” (The Unrest in Religion, by
Erasmian, London, George Allen & Unwin, 1944, p. 95)
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“It appears to be uncertain whether the journey of Mary with
her husband was obligatory or voluntary. ... But, apart from
any legal necessity, it may easily be imagined that at such a
moment Mary would desire not to be left alone. The cruel
suspicion of which she had been the subject, and which had
almost led to the breaking off of her betrothal (Matt. i. 19),
would make her cling all the more to the protection of her
husband.” &
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3] Frederic W. Farrar, The Life of Christ, new edition, 1893, Dutton & Co.,
New York, p. 5, footnote 2.
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“It is not unnatural to suspect that Luke may have misdated
his census.” B!
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5] Encyclopaedia Biblica, volume 4, 1903, art. Quirinius, p. 3995.
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6] Johann Jakob Grieshach (d. 1812) and Johann Martin Augustin Scholz (d.
1852).

[7]Alexandrian, Karl Lachman (d. 1851), Constantin von Tischendorf (d.

1874), Samuel Prideaux Tregelles (d. 1875), and Henry Alford (d. 1871).
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The First Three Gospels by J. Estlin Carpenter, 3rd edition, 1904, p. 89, 113.
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“It is noteworthy also that some of the details which gathered round the birth

of the Buddha resemble incidents in the infancy of the Christ.” (p. 112)
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“The evidence is so evenly balanced, the difficulties of each
opinion are so clear, that to insist very dogmatically on any
positive solution of the problem would be uncandid and con-
tentious. Some, in accordance certainly with the prima facie
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evidence of the Gospels, have accepted the natural supposi-
tion that, after the miraculous conception of our Lord,
Joseph and Mary lived together in the married state, and that
James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon, with daughters,
whose names are not recorded, were subsequently born to
them. According to this view, Jesus would be the eldest, and,
on the death of Joseph, which, if we may follow tradition,
took place when He was nineteen, would assume the natural
headship and support of the orphaned family.” (p. 69)
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“For undoubtedly the Helvidian view — that they were
actual sons of Joseph and Mary — is most in accordance
with the simple interpretation of the Gospel narratives. ...
had the ‘brethren’ been elder sons of Joseph, Jesus would
not have been regarded by any of His followers as legal heir
to the throne of David.”
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“... it is apparent that Thomas was identified at a very
early date with ‘Judas of James’ in the lists of Luke 6
and Acts 1. ... This ‘Judas of James’ has been identified
further with Judas (or Jade) the son of Joseph, the
brother of Jesus, and thus Thomas has been made
brother of Jesus himself.” (vol. 4, column 5058)
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